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. ZLbe poeltion of “Iomeit in 
$Manb. 

British women sufiagists are indebted to 
the mromen’s preedom League for  the oppor- 
tunity of hearing a woman Member of Parliament 
speak for the first time in this country. At the 
Queen’s Hall on Friday, January 8th, Dr. Thekla 
Hultin, a nieiiiber of the Finnish Diet, told how the 
vote was won and is used by the monien o? Finland, 
and Mme. Aino Nalmberg, also a Finnish lady, 
spoke most convincingly. . 

Mrs. Billington Greig, who was in the chair, 
welcomed here in the land of rebellion those who 
have fought for and won liberty in their own 
country. I n  this country the problem had still to 
be solved, and the question df the monient for 
wonien was, (‘ Would they 
be in the King’s Speech? ” 
upon this d<peii&d the 
decision of peace or mar. 

The Chairman then called 
on BIme. Aino hxalmberg, 
who was enthusiastically re- 
oeivcl. She said that the 
question was often asked: 
“How was the suffrage 
given to  the women of Fin- 
land? ” and the xeply was 
.always the same, ‘(It was 
not given a t  all, we took it.” 
But that  after all was only 
partly true. A great help 
WBS that  the nien in Finland. 
had the franchise in such a 
limited esteiit that they 
were able to uncleidand t.he 
wrongs of the women. In  
1899” thefe was a terrible 
turmoil in the national life 
of Finland, when, after long 
years of suffering, the out- 
look‘ seemed hopeles9, and 
the very esist;ence of ~111- 
land as a nation threatened. 

--- 

woinen rrere no longer in the position of children, 
and would prove a strength in the coming struggle. 

illrs. Despard, on behalf of the Woinen’B Freedom 
League, then presented an  address of welcome to  
Dr. Hnltin, which had been illuminated by Rliw 
Pococlc, Hon. Secretary of the Woking Branch. 

Dr. Hultin, in a most interesting speech, said! 
that  in 1907, when yvonieii were first privileged ta 
go to the poll, it ~vonld scarcely have been sur- 
pri&ng if the majority who were uneducated women 
of the lower classes had not done so. So nieetinp 
were held, ’aid i% was explained t o  them that  if they 
did not use their right it would be said that  tl10 
women of Finland did not understand the value o€ 
what they had received. The Finnish women did 
their duty and crowded t o  the poll, and esperience 
in tiro elections had shown further that there wsa 

no change in the strength of 

- 

-- 
D r .  T H E L K A  H U L T I N .  

the iGpective p&ticaI 
par t ia .  Nineteen women 
wer0 elected members o? the 
Diet in 1907, and last Sep- 
tember twenty-five, one- 
eighth of the ;rvhole number. 
There was 110 question of 
rivalry between the men and 
t h s  women. They worked 
together for common ends. 
The women followed their 
party on questions of party, 
but united to obtain 
humanitarian r?forms. They 
had presented petitione for 
the  raising of the marriage-. 
able age from 15 t o  17;the: 

‘osemption of women from 
their husband’s guardian-. 
ship, the rigll% of women to. 
Government employmen% on 
the same terms as men, and 
the  prevention of cruelty to 
children and animals, and all 
these had been accepted by 
the Diet. --- 

but it was also a period 
of political avalceniiig, during which the 
women proved that their work was of the same 
value as that  of their brothers, and that without 
them tlie nieii could achieve nothing. The working 
classer also realised their own iqyrtance,  and in 
1905 a wave of freedom swept over the country, 
and the cry was : “ Rather death than one day of 
slavery.” Ultimately, by a bloodless reTolution, 
every Finnish man and woman of 24 years of age 
(for the  women’s equal rights were always acknow- 
ledged) received their political rights. The abolition 
of ses disability was not questioned by any party, 
for during the unhappy years the men h d  had the 
practical esperienw which teaches more than 
centuries of easy living, and had learnt what it 
was to have many duties and very few rights. 
Nom there was no political party in Finland which 
wished to diminish the, rights of the women. Hard 
times might come again, perhaps very soon, but the 

tliat enfranchisemenb 
of the wonieii of Finland was no act of Imperial. 
grace, bnt pal% of the fundamental lam of 
the country. If i t  happened that the franchise wag 
talroii from them all tlie world would know $hat an 
elemental law of Finland had been violated. Their 
autonomy .was threatened by Russia, but they 
cherished the hope they mould have t.he sympathY 
of the civilised world. --- 

Need she say that England’s struggle was marked e 

with the greatat  interest in Finland. She believed 
the women who h d  sacrificed liberty in further- 
ance of the movement would shortly gain their end..’ 
Thoir caum must sucoeed, because social evolution 
demanded it in the name of humanity and. ob 
justice. 

ClountesR Russell and Miv. Zangmill having 
spoken, Mrs. Despad propwed, and Bliss Mattem 

--- 
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